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Since there are only limited areas where new ROW is being proposed, the
Project does not represent a substantial change in land use. Even in
areas where new ROW is required, agricultural use and other uses can
continue, as long as those uses do not unlawfully encroach upon the WM
Line in such a way that would affect reliability.

Other than the removal of afew apple trees on the new ROW tofacilitate
the placement of poles and guy wires there will be no permanent impact
on agriculture. There will be minimal interference on farm access roads
during construction. Due to the temporary nature of impacts from this
type of construction, it is not anticipated that rehabilitation of soils will be
required To the extent necessary, the EM&CP addresses construction
techniques and mitigation with regard to where the WM Line will pass
through agricultural lands. Based on all of the above, the WM Line
Rebuild Project is compatible with agricultural use.

(ix) The encouraging or attracting of a large number of people to a place or places for
more than a few days, compared to the number of people who would come to
such place absent the action.

The WM Line Rebuild Project will not encourage or attract a large
number of people to the area and will have no impact on any growth that
the Town of Montgomery and the Villages within the Town anticipate as
part of their master or comprehensive plans. However, the Project will
ensure that existing population and whatever growth does occur can rely
on Central Hudson for a safe, reliable and efficient transmission system to
provide the essential service of electricity.

(x) The creation of a material demand for other actions that would result in one of the
above consequences.

Central Hudson's proposed WM Line Rebuild Project is not tied to any
specific development or project meeting those criteria.

(xi) Changes in two or more elements of the environment, no one of which has a
significant impact on the environment, but when considered together result in a
substantial adverse impact on the environment.

As noted above, there will be no significant impact to the environment.
There is no one impact, when added to other impacts, that would have a
substantial adverse impact on the environment.
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(xii) Two or more related actions undertaken, funded or approved by an agency, none
of which has or would have a significant impact on the environment, but when
considered cumulatively would meet one or more of the criteria in this
subdivision.

There is no other related action that is being undertaken in connection
with this Project. Central Hudson has proposed the rebuild of the entire
WM Line, in three sections, to avoid any claim of segmentation and so that
all potential impacts can be reviewed at once by the Lead Agency in
compliance with SEQRA.

In consideration of the changes made to the Project, Central Hudson has prepared
a further revised Environmental Assessment Form, attached to this letter as
Exhibit 7.

E. Summary of Additional Mitigation Measures and Project Changes
Implemented Since Central Hudson Submitted its Applications in April 2007

As demonstrated throughout this letter and in the documents contained in the
Record before the Town Planning Board, with the modifications that have been made to
the Project and other mitigation techniques that will be utilized during construction, the
Project will not have a significant adverse impact on the environment and a Negative
Declaration is warranted. In sum, Central Hudson has:

• reduced its ROW requirements in certain sensitive areas of the project, so
that the acreage potentially impacted by the Project has been reduced from
approximately 145 acres to 132;

• reduced the amount of clearing that will be necessary;
• obtained a license from Norfolk Southern (at great expense) to utilize the

railroad's easement as part of Central Hudson's ROW, thereby minimizing
clearing and ROW needs from adjacent landowners;

• accommodated the desire of the community to alter its preferred routing of
the mid section so that the rebuilt WM line stays on the existing
alignment, thus eliminating structures in wetlands and reducing clearing
impacts, potential impacts to the school district property (including its
cross country trail), and two new subdivisions (Village at Goodwill and
Meadowbrook Estates);

• modified the northern rebuild section to avoid a state regulated wetland
and to reduce clearing;

• significantly reduced (from 4.8 acres to .31 acres) the acres of forested
wetland that need to be cleared and therefore converted to shrub-scrub
wetland; and

• agreed to install small growing trees or shrubs at road crossings.
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With these changes, made after numerous meetings and a great deal of public input,
Central Hudson has shown that the Project will not have a significant adverse impact.

VI. EMF Evaluations

In its October 2007 submission, Central Hudson responded to the Town's Engineer's
questions regarding EMF impacts. By way of background, the PSC has set forth a "Statement of
Interim Policy on Magnetic Fields of Major Electric Transmission Facilities" (Issued and
Effective: September 11, 1990). This Interim Policy states:

"Future Article VII transmission circuits shall be designed,
constructed and operated such that magnetic fields at the edges of
their rights of way (measured one meter above ground) will not
exceed 200 milligauss when the circuit phase currents are equal to
the winter-normal conductor rating (as defined by the New York
Power Pool)."

For electric fields, the Interim Policy states and adopts the following:

"Opinion 78-13 established an electric field strength interim
standard of 1.6 kV/m for Article VII electric transmission facilities
(at the edge of the right-of-way, one meter above ground level,
with the line at rated voltage)."

Although the WM Line rebuild is not an Article VII project, Central Hudson utilizes the
requirements set forth by this Interim Policy for this project.

Central Hudson performed calculations using EMF software for the post-insulator
structures that are proposed for construction in the Town of Montgomery. The compact
construction of these post-insulator structures will minimize the magnetic fields adjacent to the
line compared to the Central Hudson standard davit-arm construction. At the edge of a 100'
ROW, the magnetic fields were calculated to be approximately 20 milligauss (one-tenth of the
Interim Policy's requirement). These calculations were performed for the conductor at its winter-
normal rating (i.e., 1330 amperes) and at the mid-span of the line. At the edge of a 60' ROW,
the magnetic fields would be approximately 38 milligauss.

At the edge of a 100' ROW, the electric fields were calculated to be approximately 0.1 k
Vim (one-sixteenth of the Interim Policy's requirement). These calculations were performed at
69 kV and at the mid-span of the line. At the edge of a 60' ROW, the electric field would be
approximately .18 Vim.

Central Hudson provided information on EMF in response to comments by counsel for
the Valley Central School District. See October 24, 2008 letter from Kevin Bernstein to Judith
Crelin Mayle (a copy of which was provided to the Town Planning Board). The information
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included a brochure entitled "Your Guide to Understanding EMF," which is provided to
customers (another copy of this brochure is attached to this summary as Exhibit 8).

Finally, as requested by the Village of Montgomery and residents, EMF readings of the
existing WM line were taken in the area of Tompkins Road. Central Hudson took a maximum
reading of 6.12 milligauss at center line (i.e., directly under the line). This value decreased to 2.4
at 50' from center line. Central Hudson also evaluated the Beaver Dam Road area and took some
measurements and found the EMF to be 0.76 milligauss at the center line.

In summary, the design calculations and in-field readings of the existing line both suggest
EMF results well below PSC Standards.

VII. Public Outreach and Input

Prior to submitting applications for the WM Line Rebuild Project, Central Hudson
engaged in public outreach to inform state and municipal officials and residents living along or
near the WM Line and potential alternate routes. The primary focus for this early outreach was
on those areas for which early evaluation suggested a re-route would be necessary. The project
was presented by Central Hudson staff to the towns and villages in which it is proposed to be
located at an early stage in the design process. Letters also were sent to property owners along
the existing route and possible alternate routes in June 2006, and a press release on the open
houses was issued on December 21,2006. Open houses were held in the Town of Montgomery
on January 10,2007 and in the Village of Walden on January 11, 2007. There were about 50
attendees at each meeting, including residents, municipal officials and local press.

Over a period of nearly three (3) years, Central Hudson has conducted significant public
outreach with regard to its plan to rebuild the WM line. Attached to this letter as Exhibit 9 is an
updated chronology, listing our public outreach efforts, including meetings Central Hudson has
held with the Town Planning Board, Village of Walden (Board of Trustees and Planning Board),
Village of Montgomery (Board of Trustees and Planning Board), Town Historic Preservation
Commission and other municipal officials. In addition, as you know, on May 29,2008, the
Town of Montgomery Planning Board and Central Hudson held a non-statutory Public
Information Session. Central Hudson has established a web site (the link is noted in Exhibit 9)
to post all of its submitted application documents and as a way to allow citizens to view the
proposed line themselves.

On the basis of the route selection process, the public process, and the route
modifications made in response to individual and community requests, Central Hudson believes
that the proposed WM Line Rebuild Project as submitted herein represents the best possible
alignment with minimal adverse impacts.
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In light of this submission, we would respectfully request to be placed on the Town
Planning Board's March 30,2009 agenda for a SEQRA determination.

Respectfully,

CENTRAL HUDSON GAS & ELECTRIC CORPORATION

;(~;/~
Karl L. Schoeberl

cc: Sue Hadden, Planning Board Secretary (2 additional complete hard copies and on CDs
for all members)
L. Stephen Brescia, Mayor, Village of Montgomery (complete copy on CD)
Kevin Conero, Chair, Village of Montgomery Planning Board (1 complete hard copy and
CDs for all members)
Becky Pearson, Mayor, Village of Walden (complete copy on CD)
James C. Politi, Village Manager, Village of Walden (complete copy on CD)
Stan Plato, Chair, Village of Walden Planning Board (1 complete hard copy and CDs for
all members)
Richard Hoyt, Esq., Town Planning Board Attorney (complete copy on CD)
Kevin Dowd, Esq., Village of Montgomery and Walden Attorney (complete copy on CD)
Michael M. Murphy, HDR, Town Planning Board Engineer (complete copy on CD)
Edwin J. Garling, Garling Associates, Town Planner (complete copy on CD)
Dawn Kalisky, Lane & Tully, P.C., Village Engineer, Village of Montgomery (complete
copy on CD)
Village Engineer, Village of Walden (complete copy on CD)
Walter M. Bakowski, Tetra Tech
Linda Forbush, Tetra Tech
Gary Courtney, CHG&E
Jill Sammon, CHG&E
Michael Quinn, CHG&E
Kevin M. Bernstein, Esq., BS&K
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List of Exhibits to Letter to Planning Board

Exhibit 1 - Central Hudson's letter dated September 15, 2008 to Jay Beaumont

Exhibit 2 - Central Hudson Plan and Profile Drawings

Exhibit 3 - Executed License between Central Hudson and Norfolk Southern Railroad

Exhibit 4 - E-mail dated March 31, 2008 with opinion ofDPS Staff that the ROW for
a 69 kV transmission line should be 100 feet

Exhibit 5 - See March 28, 2008 letter from Central Hudson to Stan Plato, Chair,
Village of Walden Planning Board

Exhibit 6 - Letter dated February 8, 2008 from New York State Office of Parks,
Recreation and Historic Preservation (OPRHP) determining that Project
will have No Adverse Effect on cultural and historic resources.

Exhibit 7 - Revised Environmental Assessment Form

Exhibit 8 - October 24,2008 letter from Kevin Bernstein to Judith Crelin Mayle,
counsel for the Valley Central School District

Exhibit 9 - Updated chronology of meetings, submissions, workshops, field reviews,
and other public outreach efforts


